Glossary








Adimukta


akhara


Anandavan


apna


azaadi


bahar


bandhan


Ban kati


chay


cheer haran


Chowk


chowkidar


chulha


crore


darshan


deshi


dhama


dogla


fayda


gandi, gandagi


ghat


ghi


ghungat








goonda


harami


hawelli


jootha


katha


Kashi labh








kendra


lajja


lakh


laukik


Mahashmashama


mast


math


mazar


mela


mithai


mohalla


moksha


niyam


nuksan


pan


Pancha tirthi





paraya


parishkrt


purdah


puri


Ramcharitmanas


roz roti


sadhu


samsara


samskar





sanyuktapan


saptapuri


sharm


shudh


swadeshi


swatantra


tirth


thundai





upnivesh


zamindar


zindagi�
‘never forsaken’; Varanasi


wrestling or body-building club


‘forest of bliss’, a name for Varanasi 


one’s own; antonym of paraya


freedom


outside


lit. ties, also custom, observed practice, link, connection


‘cut forest’


tea


disrobing or stripping of clothes, specifically mythological


the central market area in a north Indian town/city


gatekeeper


hearth


ten million


auspicious sight


Indian 


abode of the Gods


cross-breed, bastard


benefit


dirty, filth


steps leading down to a river


clarified


the loose end of the sari, ~ mikalna, to veil with this part of the sari. 





thug, criminal


wicked, bastard


mansion


leftovers, defiled food


oral discourse on a religious topic or theme


‘the profit of Kashi’; the promise of salvation for those dying in the city











centre, here transmission relay centre


shame, synonym of sharm


one hundred thousand


popular, as opposed to Sanskritic or textual


‘the great cremation ground’; Varanasi 


carefree, insouciant


monastery


Muslim shrine


fair


sweets


neighbourhood


salvation or deliverance from samsara


rule


damage


betel leaf, areca nut and assorted condiments


a pilgrimage in Varanasi, containing five stops along the Ganga.





not one’s own, other; antonym of apna


refined style or vocabulary, ‘high’ (language).


institution of female exclusion 


unleavened bread fried in ghi or oil


TulsiDas’ version of the Valmiki Ramayana


lit. daily bread, a living


renunciant


cycle of birth and rebirth


refinement, one of the sixteen life-cycle rituals that ‘make’, perfect and refine the body





jointness


the seven holy cities of India 


shame, embarrassment, modesty, synonym of lajja


pure, refined (food, language etc.)


home industry


freedom


place of pilgrimage; ‘ford’ or crossing place 


a cooling drink made with milk, almonds, pepper, and cream etc.





colony or settlement


land-owner


life�
�















	 











